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quently to give the friendly petty chiefs some Spanish wine,
or a shirt, or a knife from the governor, and thus induced
them to send some of their vassals, or subjects, to shew us
places up the country, where we might capture some Indians
who were bitter enemies to them, because they were friends
and confederates of the Christians. The governor thus remain-
ing with only eight Spaniards at Cariaco, all the rest of us
started, guided by friendly people, who carried our provisions,
and we walked inland about a hundred miles, passing valleys,,
mountains, rivers, woods, and other places where the guides
conducted us, going through holes and over precipices that
even wolves would have feared, often walking more by night
than by day; and in this way we captured upwards of two
hundred and forty slaves, including males and females, small
and large. The captain, fearing lest the provisions should
fail (although we took some from the Indian houses), turned
back; and on the journey one morning about dawn we
saw two fires, one on a hill and the other in a plain, and
having divided our party in two, so as to pass on the one
side and on the other, we commenced our march. Those
bound for the plain arrived first, and finding there only an
old woman and her daughter with her baby all asleep, imme-
diately seized them; but on awaking they uttered such
shrieks, that those on the hill heard them, and raised so
great a noise, that our few people before they arrived,
alarmed by the numbers, turned back, in order to join us
where we were. Our enemies ran to the passes which we
were to reach, but daylight coming on, and seeing us many
more than they had expected, and armed, they retired; not
desisting, however, from annoying us with their darts, and
calling after us thieves, dogs, traitors, assassins; and I be-
lieve, that had it not been for pur friends, who put them to
flight, we should have suffered injury and ruin. Thus we
passed on without loss, leaving the old woman whom we had
captured, because she could not walk, and in two days we